A season of Afternssn Seed

High Wycombe is a busy place in September. While the leaves in the Chilterns were
turning from deep forest green ts a crisp, burnt srange, 1 noticed a flurry of activity at
Pipers Corner Schost. A new flsck had gathered, huddled sver sketches and mismatched
china. They called themselres Afternson Seed, and from my perch. in the siluer binch, 1
could tell they were planning semething that weuld change the garden landscape
forever.

Their journey began with a hunt. 1 watched the team scour the local area, not for
warms v tuwigs, but for ‘pre~loved treasures. They saur potential in the forgotten—the
dusty floral teacups and the lonely saucers tucked away in cupbsards. Ts them, these
werent just dishes; they were the foundations of a mission te join generations together
through a shared love sf nature and the beauty sf the birds living in sur local area.

celebrated their first major milestones: the sfficial appraval of the Plant Fet Teacup and
sustainability” and “afferdability, " werds that ssunded complex to a bird, but T

The Pippin Press Gallery: Chirps from the Workshsp

I decided it was time to interieu the flock. 1 tapped my beak on the glass and asked
three of the Master Builders for the inside scosp:

1. Pippin asked the Prsduction Team: T see you working hard with the glue and the
driltls. What was the biggest storm’ yow had te weather te make sure these feeders were
safe for a bird of my stature?”

The Teams Answer: [Our biggest storm’ was definitely the Sticky Situation!

We found that ssme vintage glages didnt want te bond with suwr adhesive.

for a bird of youn stature, Pippin, safety is everything. We didnt just guess;



we used sur suwn gardens as long~term testing sites through a real British
winter te enswre the Garden Gems wouldnt budge in a gale. We even
pivet-produced sur Cuppa Sunshine range to ensure every cup—even the
tricky snes— found a safe. sustainable purpsse without a single piece going to

3. Pippin asked the Flock Leader (MD): "Building a nest from scratech is hard work.
What is the sne secd of wisdom you e loarned absut toadorship since September?”

The Toam's Answer: ["The biggest sced of wisdom Tue gathored. is that
a group of friends, but 1 learned that te budy fly, we needed to evolse. By
restucturing inte targeted subgroups—bike Finance, Production, and
Markeeting—we gave everysne the space te be an expert in their swn branch.
Toue loadership isnt about flying the fastest: s about making swre the
wholo flsch has the mementum ts reach the destination together.” ]

Tahing Tlight: The Gueat Migration te Market

As the seassns shifted, the team didnt stay tucked away in the workshsp. They tesk
flight. My wings got a real workeut follsuing them te their varisus tewitaries.” First
came the Martsur Late Night Shepping event. The air was biting and smelled of
wesdsmake and reasted chestruts, but the Afternsen Seed stand was a beacon of
warmth. I watched them charm the crawds under the twinkling Christmas lights,

explaining how a vintage cup could beceme a sanctuary for wildlife.

Then came the Eden Centre and the lscal Tarmers Markets. It was fascinating te watch
students were gracefully sfffering a solution to natures winter bunger. They werent just
selling preducts; they were sharing a story. Even from the rafters of the shapping

centers, 1 could see the shappers’ faces light up as they bheld the Afternson Tea" inspired

A Season of Sibrer and Gold
The Afternson Seed” flsck didnt just participate in these events: they ssared absve the

reflected their bard work. At the Eden Centre, T watched them collect a Bronge for



Sustainability and a Runner-Up for Corporate Image. But the real chirping started
when they tesh heme Best Marketing. TW admit, T puffed sut my chest a little, after al,

Ton the ane theyre marketing for!

The real test, however, was the Area Competition. This wasnt just ansther market; i
was @ high~stakes race where snly a select feur teams would be allswed to pass through.
T saw. the team huddled suer their reports late ints the evening, their eyes tired but
determined. When the resulls were whistled out, the Afternson Seed team didnt just
move forwand; they swept the bsard. They flewr home with Best Company Report, Best
Thade Stand, and yet ansther Best Marketing award. 1 ve seen many birds defend their
torritory, but 1 ve never seen a team defend their brand with such passisn.

The Spring Blssm and. Beysnd

New, as the blsssems return te the trees and the sun finally warms the Chiltern Hitls,
Afternson, Seed. has tuly tabon rost. They haue proven that with o Uttls bit of
pre~loved” charm and a lot of teamuwark, you can turn a forgstten sbject inte a second
spring. They have nurtured creatisity thhsugh their tutsrials and welesmed, wildlife ints
the cuerydlay lises of, their commundty,

But as T watch them refine their next batch of feedors, T realize thein jowrney is fan
from sver. A flock this streng dsesnt stap after one successful migration. T see them

They started as a group of students with a company number, but they are finishing the
seassn as award-winning architects sf a greener warld. As the magagine hits the
shelues, Tm sure they are atheady planning their next big flight. And as for me? ITm
just bappy te have the best seat at the tea party, waiting te see exactly bouw high this
floct can fly
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